Aga Khan University Examination Board

Notes from E-Marking Centre on HSSC-I English Compulsory Examination April/ May 2019

Introduction

This document has been produced for the teachers and candidates of Higher Secondary School
Certificate (HSSC) Part | course of English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidates’
responses to the 2019 HSSC-I English Compulsory Examination, indicating the quality of the
responses and highlighting their relative strengths and weaknesses. The examination was
conducted on the basis of the revised syllabus for English Compulsory (2017).

E-Marking Notes

This includes overall comments on candidates’ performance on every question and some specific
examples of candidates’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note that the
descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker responses as
gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared (where deemed
necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that require candidates to respond by integrating
knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed during the course of study.
Candidates are advised to read and comprehend each question carefully before writing the
response to fulfil the demand of the question.

Candidates need to be aware that the marks allocated to the questions are related to the answer
space provided on the examination paper as a guide to the length of the required response. A
longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Candidates need to be familiar with the
command words in the SLOs which contain terms commonly used in examination questions.
However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions will start with or contain one of
the command words. Words such as ‘how’, ‘why’ or ‘what’ may also be used.

The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfillment of those tasks.

Question No Question Type Skills Assessed
1 CRQs on a comparative - Ability to understand a reading and an
(a.b,c,d e analysis of a reading infographic on a literal level (main/ sub
T passage and an infographic. ideas)

- Ability to infer a reading text and an
infographic (opinions, evidence,
reasoning, cause and effect, reading
between the lines, etc.)
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- Ability to discuss organisational pattern
cause and effect, problem and solution,
general to specific and vice versa;

- Ability to compare and evaluate two
pieces of news or two brief texts about
the same topic;

- Ability to synthesise information from
two texts.

2 Cloze Passage - Ability to read and understand the given
text

- Ability to provide missing information as
per the context of a passage

3 Letter and Essay Writing | -  Ability to develop a formal piece of
b writing with appropriate focus,
(a, b) organisation and purpose
4 - Ability to narrate, express and write
(a b, c) information based (expository) essays

- Ability to express ideas clearly by using
accurate sentence structure, connective
devices, spellings, etc.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying the
course.

Candidates also need to know that the marks allocated to the question and the answer space
(which is provided on the examination paper), are a guide to the length of the required response.
A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space
may reduce the time available for answering other questions.

Candidates need to be familiar with the command words which contain some terms commonly
used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions
will start with, or contain, any common questioning word like ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or ‘what?’

Note: Candidates’ responses reproduced in this report have not been corrected for
grammar, spelling, format or factual information.
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Detailed Comments:
Question 1:

Comprehension skills are critical for success in the English Compulsory Examinations.
Candidates are expected to be able to engage with a diverse range of texts and demonstrate the
ability to retrieve information, draw inferences from what they have read, interpret viewpoints
and perspectives and question or critically evaluate it, as required.

Question 1 was based on the comparative analysis of two texts, a reading passage titled Text A
(taken from ‘What Is the Importance of Résumé Writing?” by Ruth Mayhew) and Text B (a
sample of a résumé) as per the revised syllabus (2017). It had five sub-parts. Candidates were
required to understand the reading text and accordingly answer the questions asked on various
aspects of the texts. The candidates who copied whole sections unselectively or relied on
selecting a line or two, received only limited reward. Better candidates were able to make clear
inferences and refer to either or both texts, as per the demands of the question.

Question 1a:

By referring to Text A, briefly discuss in your OWN words the importance of a réesumé in
THREE points.

Better responses were observed to show an understanding of the reading passage by focusing on
the key points of the importance of a résumé in the given text such as ‘presenting a strong and
confident image of one’s ownself’, ‘inclusion of relevant work experiences’ and ‘summary of
one’s academic journey/ working experience’. Some of the better responses also directly copied
from the text. A mark was deducted if the candidates had not used their own words. The
candidates are advised to use their own vocabulary and comprehension skills when answering
such types of questions.
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Example:

Fhe Propessional Compeﬁ:n&_ fc bt&fa&rm wth bme and
%Lj warr&hﬁ ajma’ ‘ﬁé’;w ;{oum Pﬂﬁm tfﬂuirjt/ﬁdd
compedent and somaone whe ctandso ﬁ Foro othioye
f}:‘?eiw i bariatly endoe Listoyt o educafton. cwm: ence,
FeSsopal t3aits aud ambitor which means qou @ Som,

%Q yous esfire j adions (o a precs ofpapex cwhich ﬁﬂ“‘:
o3 both futttvenst M.qfa,mbca& fosee 7 ‘fwaﬁ;{@ 5194:2/‘?%
/‘m{uﬂw Pmamﬁmﬁ wgéw /'zf %ves o Ingronfhoh
Yo Peason’s trveseelulichipstn et pagke tmeaty Pantaty,

rrimem kb s cnedhme o T

Weaker responses offered no understanding of the importance of a résumeé and justifying their
opinions on their stances. Such responses suggested that ‘a résumé is not as important as a job
interview’. This was not the demand of the question. Furthermore, the importance of a résumé
was not given.

Example:

The Urebrrdernt @ % of Ruted e

T\ S\-&u amias e L{.FJ\ oA gg]ﬁ: C";m&ﬂ[ﬁ:g‘._

'ﬁlﬂ'ﬂc— S\r@u\) L™ -&fﬁﬂtﬁf%.u‘rrt % L e iy
CRLANL M e e, Sxddd Lok n cabe %q.,_;g'_,
@ /jr SLQCU ULGW C—U\m}\‘n‘kx"\

Question 1b:

If you were the author of Text A, which detail would you have elaborated upon and why?

Better responses showcased the candidates’ in-depth analysis of the reading passage to mention
the detail(s) that needed further elaboration. One of the recurring answers indicated that the
candidates would have explored the format of a résumé which was not mentioned by the author
of the given text. Some candidates also stated that the advantages/ disadvantages of professional
résumeé writers should also have been included in the passage.
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Example 1:

| would Wowe tledooated wpon fue faud ok o perveon Lasudd Yy by
o uanite iy owon ~Enume and -uqulmu.' updul‘c it b hawe Lu{-mh'lg{b\muj
u L :

o Fnow ey a!ual,ihmh‘m and Ty wovl . f povion slaould ot owpare o

w‘mnt._h:, irquue_d 1 Needy im.pvminj iy o biti-ey Layeey odneoad .

Example 2:

[umold have olvenated Ahededalls amat 4he focmt
ol a <dlumé  heravse  a forreot ahwas/g reactbers ia emiterd of
@ witing. 3 dhe fxmal ¢ ot b-mbel'[u weilter, T diedures

Ihe ml?‘m“ tnpreliton 0"‘~ the (eadex -:fo o baslicutar Tﬁbl‘-‘

Weaker responses showcased an inability to add external information to the given passage by
restating information provided by the author of the passage by restating the author’s opinion of

the effectiveness of résumeé writing instead of giving their own justifications of updating the
résume.

Example:

j troeleol elabotaleol Hhe Mwn:-ﬂ} of Zu Mn‘fm.q

fedurt. becane AlBiime M"‘"}z Y
K:ﬂ-&wé-pfbd'? Wém evherh  exlemol ,ﬁx&%

e ""’“"”&"’7 o /Fe?&'&

Question 1c:

Imagine you are a professional résumé writer hired by Jane Doe. By referring to Text B,

suggest TWO ways in which you would update her résumé. Give reason to support each
suggestion.
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In better responses, the candidates were able to critically evaluate the résumé of Jane Doe and
offer relevant/ important changes to the document itself. Some responses thought to include an
elaboration of her academic background and a portfolio of her previous work as an architect
which should have been attached to the résumeé. Suggestions also comprised of the addition of
her volunteering work (if any).

Example:

N\ wowld add move inkoproation albou): hey eclucelion el bc-l.ttqvmmd A
Uuboraked Lol teiion bumq:mum:i i uum\ hm&tmq% Tl Tﬂmﬂqm b Ewag
Jeme Boa't q.uu:l.ihmhms amci tmm'tcdq_t .

A) 1 would vowe uchelect rove pevsend mmm%.ﬁh o Tune bod inbvodution,
A Lweudd Wane Tum hev S boxes wlouved buv umittew cuae ored eue)

mwh\.-.‘\’»j L ?m'nkun Lul.uinrj an ovdhitedhuve L all aleout § ,__W‘,j_-.ﬁhh{w end
J

Weaker responses suggested Jane Doe to include her weaknesses in her résumé which is not
preferred to in the document. Such responses also showcased a lack of using external
information to support their argument by describing the importance of a résumé to Jane Doe
instead of updating her document.

Example:
T ek i wonld  updale  her  yesume by addiyg
Yhe bl uiwh 1 usanded Vo Aardhive  and |

Trom thid  we  Gn_  Eeview  fhe Pershal  fogh and |
i will  add the  Gohim  of  1dea¥ney  Tram whicd |
Vool be able Yo Wnog vheve 1 wred  fo

Ty Poe

Question 1d:

Summarise Text A in not more than 150 words.
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Better responses made use of statements like ‘A résumé is a document which shows/ states/
outlines/ represents/ includes etc...” which clearly helped is establishing the fact that they are
summarising someone else’s words in an objective manner. Such candidates showed the much-
needed skill of a) interpreting the focal point/ main idea of the given text, and b) extracting/
selecting the important points whilst recognising and eliminating the less important textual
details. Candidates mentioned the author’s main purpose and key details about the importance of
a résumé which helped in establishing the article in its social perspective. The language used was
precise and candidates were conscious of the word limit. The candidates also made use of
cohesive devices to arrange their summary in a systematic manner.

Example:

Kigmmnt 8 G doCnmagsd WLL«M»F{LM!;MW Mmpmd.«b
05,9 Mg W#&WW}:@WMMM@m
frakiplods. wml«m-ﬂmm us.vvawrw for tpadanidtS peed professaon.
M4 Lo WWMWMWMI B wel. waaditi Al
‘mwmwmsmg}w W@MW of &
pesson Ryt 14 6 fleciom of SUE_(onfidimce . D poisbn Chowld
WMEMWHMMQ;HH%%WWMPM Gt
Yl o Putferaovic) ALSWime: wAnAS . I Kisvmnd, % 0pdley imnposkanad
s Modslss trod pgesmovids o walnals. Husin,_shablh Poncl shodagpins
0wkt dlpide howgns e Becovdomee o R wokpApst, dwl ot

Weaker responses failed to understand the requirement of the given question and chose to
include details in their summaries which were not mentioned in the passage. Some of the weaker
responses did not summarise the text but chose to voice their opinion regarding a résume. Such
responses also displayed a lack of cohesion amongst their ideas and wrote incomplete
summaries, thus, indicating a limited comprehension of the reading passage.

Example:

tent—H tOhole. ot & desovbe ((wd

gt Mead  godde "—}&Eﬁ fantind q{—cJL ﬂﬂb
R S N pm\r—-—ﬁ‘“ﬂ Cth-c\{;:{g_'ia G\WHC"M
obod G t,.:,n;,-ub..—-) (ha- Aciumso . |
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Question 1e:

Identify THREE qualities of Jane Doe’s résumé (Text B) which are aligned to the guidelines
of résumé writing described in Text A.

The candidates were required to evaluate one text (Text B) on the basis of the criteria given in
the other text (Text A). Most candidates were able to synthesise and evaluate effectively.

Better responses correctly described the points of alignment of Jane Doe’s résumé as mentioned
by Ruth Mayhew in Text A, ‘What Is the Importance of Résumé Writing?’. The responses
presented the information in a logical way to form a clear and comprehensive account to the
designated question. Such responses also correctly identified the points of alignment of Text B
with Text A. In other words, the responses stated that Text B had all the necessary tools to create
a comprehensive résumé by focusing on highlighting the qualifications and competencies of
prospective employee as instructed in Text A.

Example:
k Ay LS phoovd, Mk wigak wlaacl
L __%ﬁ_ oL B30 VK st windh
mmmmngWmMLm.
2 _ Uet, ML m%ﬁ&mmdﬁmﬂﬁ mtdawoiw whatl

1 _ tha, M&wmb wm i W_Mr@s_&t@gm_wwm ﬂamms ot
St 105 4t Lompelimncy, T Uit Yea, Shiks e ool wok.

Weaker responses illustrated the inability to compare both texts. The candidates misunderstood
the question by suggesting the approach Jane Doe would take while updating another person’s
résumé or the struggles faced by her while writing her own résumé. Candidates who mistook
Jane Doe as a man were not assigned marks as the gender of Jane Doe was not the requirement
of the question.
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Example:

@Ww woire  Queadily sf Jome Poet Yentme s Holl

bt ban S0 meamy skt s Eﬁj wony Hettx S, e Yhow ovs mands

Yo, rverd  poediby & ook be Shrumle wih
EHA-S Mol Ouir  AeA it

aﬁ.][q_ biedk  Auealily S ok ke U—PM ganu:r Keournag,
fr:l_av\.-s '-;0-_, s b-\a"nlﬂ Byt muﬁ{mm ol L.g,bt‘e:xhw

Question 2:

Read the passage carefully and fill in each of the blanks with ONE suitable word.

The candidates were given a cloze passage to assess their comprehension skills in grammar. This
question could be regarded as the most challenging for the candidates. Very few candidates
scored full marks. It should be communicated that whilst solving a cloze text, candidates must

pay attention to the overall meaning of the passage and consider both, grammatical structure and
context, when filling in the blanks.

It was observed in better responses that the candidates chose appropriate parts of grammar to fill
in the blanks. This contributes to the overall picture that candidates used information from the
text while determining which best word they should choose for the given spaces.
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Example:

Thunderstorms are common (1) '!D. the northern and north-western areas of Pakistan, In the
summer and the post-monsoon seasons, the atmospheric pressure falls and convectional currents
(2)CAUMEe.  sporadic and localised rainfall on the extreme and north and the Safed Koh Mountains.
This is accompanied by strong winds from 60 to 80 kilometres per hour.

When (3) _ O windstorm is of high intensity, the roofs of the houses are badly

(4) ;lm% Electricity and the communication systems also (5) gi disturbed. Tropical
cyclones (6) h&m. the Arabian Sea can also affect the coastal areas of Sindh and Baluchistan,

In May 1999, a tropical cyclone *2A” hit the coastal areas of Sindh, causing wide-spread damage to the
people and their belongings. The destruction caused by storms increases if rescue teams are either
delayed (7) o are unreachable. There is a (8) fﬂ'}_: need that all the coastal areas
9} ﬁm,!ﬂ'_ have proper arrangement including flood monitoring cells, proper warning system, and

recuse teams to (10) _AWEA Ql,, such calamities.

Some common mistakes in the weaker responses included two words in one given space,
focusing on the context of the cloze passage to deduce appropriate terminologies and not
applying the rules of subject-verb agreement when filling in the blanks.
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Example:

Thumfersiurms ame eommon [1) in the northerm and iporth western areas of Pakestan, In the
summeal and e posl-monsoon seasens, Qe aimospheric pressure [lle snd convectional currents
(2)_A¥E . sporadic and localiscd rainfall on the extremc and otk and the Safed Koh Mountaing,
This s accompaniad by strong winds from &0 to B0 kiloreoees per honr,

When (3) __ﬁq_é'_ _ . windslorn is of high inensity. the rools of the houses are badly

4 ,‘EEI’E "-:"Cj - Electriciny and the comimunicacion systems aloo (3} ;{g iﬂ disturbed, Teopical
cyclones (6} i:{- the Arabian Sea can alse aflzet the eoasty] areas of Sindh and Baluchistan,

In May 1999, 2 opicu] cyclone “247 hil e cosstal areas of Sindh, causing wide-spresd demage to the
peaple and their belengings, The destruction cavsed by storme increases if rescue teams are eighes
delaved (7 LLJLM'C”{" are unreachahle. There is a (&) LVL_J’?LL"H need that all the coastgl areas
(9 LA ~—~ have proper atratirement insluding Qood mopilonny cells. proper waming system, snd

recuse eams to {10} MLU‘& such calamitics.

Question 3:

The candidates were directed to write a letter on any one of the two choices given. Most
candidates composed letters by using proper structure of a formal letter suited to the demands of
the questions asked and also with reference to the context of the examination. Candidates wrote
appropriate reasons and suggestions as per the writing prompts. In a few cases, the diction
seemed a bit informal and did not take into account the nature of relationship with, and the
interests of, the recipient. The content, in most cases, was relevant and appropriate.
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Question 3a:

Your local city council is thinking of demolishing a historical landmark, which is one of the
most famous tourist attractions in your city, to build a housing society.

Write a letter to the head of the council. In your letter,

- take a stance on the demolition.
- support your stance with TWO reasons.

- give asuggestion to the council in favour of your stance.

What was remarkable about the better responses to this writing task was the seriousness of the
tone and the strong argument against/ for the demolition of the historical landmark. Most of the
candidates opposed the suggested move has since impacted tourism, thus contributing to
economic disparity. Many candidates also mentioned the loss of jobs as one of the reasons for
their argument. This was justified by stating/ giving examples that mostly indicated that the
employees tasked with safeguarding the landmark would face unemployment leading to possible
poverty.

In terms of language accuracy, candidates made use of connectors and literary devices often
employing hyperbole to strengthen their stance. Proper format of a letter (mostly full block) was
followed with proper punctuation marks.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their real names
and/ or address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity. Teachers need to inform the
candidates to avoid using their real name or address in the examination
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Example:

Eﬁmﬁnﬂ.ﬁbﬂ "h:l; UF[IU‘H ]
The—Eibe

ABC Road
karach

2w Apd 2019

The, O.hj (ouncd
ABC Road
kauadu

Sub.‘[ed"- Conseryahon aﬁ hisforical landmark -

R.e&pede:d Sir,

L om a rerpanrdsk cibizen nﬁ qnt.u, cd'q with $e aid n,fv, it
leter, T would like 4o remmned You . ot o demolish the
local u,[q hestoricad  landmark - Dn an aueage n_pa few ya,
the m*m-.‘mplm deshruchon n{] Etﬂuﬁﬁu‘ e nﬁ 0 i &ﬁﬁ uF-: fa;
heen Mhmnfcd hot o an a!qmunq caure "’ﬁ a u{dunf. "h

Bb-Lh(.LLHIEI

Temifically , & bas been nofed that fhe divine qfafq of nakure and
the aﬂwmq sites are_{acing a havoc  because of the dechu dion
for fhe ml-:r, aF; qc}hnq space and wood for Euu'c{mq enprmot
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pm;tm due whth  0UL ENUUIONMENE 14 i;cwnq the puiic - (hi
cmdd leod wi foo mony oeduows _suahens- Fursi'[li_iﬂ& by U.tHln;I
down Hhe heer and plc-:nh , we are Ewlcimq an emunerk disacter fer
ourcelves . Th‘muqh this i human ar}m{q fe vale o, pu{.l.u.hnn w
nueae Elqnlk'-(ﬂh‘l{‘-l o an Lnkmd't tevel Hhat will invike many
'rcg?ﬂolmq direaset 03 well o3 q[u'oai mmmuq and heat hoke.
hese adverie limakc dhanqu would cl(k*m[-dq hind et many
oher ackvther and cause qrcaf iLL!;{;mrq It o"rtr"l soid Hat
drashe Hmes call for draskic measwe - m!':tequcnﬁq we  would
alio ek oerve bhe .:Imun.l‘ in ol economyy becauie we are
well aware that Ke landmatk i a femendows fowinf otbad-

on and Fmp{g F‘I‘Di‘ﬂ arpund  the world ome o cakth the
qlampse 0{1 Leau}t{ Bt widh dhe demolihon e fbowim wl
m:[uu:, wfudm would lead o ccoms a decreate in ecornmical

nhok

and  oual revenue - Thus oy me, Hhas Iqugw auce than a Hﬂﬂhq

In esence, o conterve the qlmtd and sfa,q mnaq Ernm ’{r;mﬁt sifuali-
cdw imporfant by build e houses b in ovolhey p[ﬂcc To clisgohe
fhe igue of searcanq fov spoce I would ke gou fo ;uqqcﬂ that you may
oilize the borven land in the dkyr wnferior for conshuckion or fou_may
uhilive and veplace the unwanfed space of differen- malk and unvaaul.ufd "‘BF‘
for this PUAPOIE -

lookeng forwasd for Your co-opesation.
Youas W"“

W

XYL
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It was observed in the weaker responses, that the candidates

used incorrect language structures, spellings and grammar.

failed to comprehend the required writing task and instead focused on giving reasons why
the city is a famous tourist spot or outlining its features. Other responses also demonstrated
an insensitive approach towards the demolition by applauding the action.

used incorrect format of a report. A few candidates were confused between the format of a

letter and report.

Example:

Mead of .- Yhe Cound)d,
naa.C Roaud

26 -“Y— xol9

Zeesnan AzNz, .

X-Y-Z Road,

m&n&fﬁE i 2

Deay  Sir,

L guggest oV
c\lzﬁ‘\o‘n":-‘h‘\ AR Ch \f\‘a\:o VA Lol \ anddmay 16

m bhe ity 18 Xorodh. RBecavse  thwe @ 1S

vide ¢ \ewe\ ot Qlots  wWha  was

un  Adeveloped .

¢ you tl&ﬂﬂkl;?ic)« ke Q\D"L‘a

W Yovranht oo kne  koovisks
NECALE SN Y v \af e gquentity
ne CO0Se CheYe 15 vk Moayimum
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\ene\ ok AusSiness AN\ ) F—Pre—

e nployement .

Yeaxa Ay oal950  XnownN  wS  ing-
Y OA SOS LG Decaus?d . kWS iXy 1S Very
b'\cﬁ &Mgﬁg o\ T he (j,"\l:h?é,. lfuen‘-&-(,-h—i-
otse

Yavaeh alsSp o Reaokifou) by -
Chee  we  haue A Qo Jdral g'g._;\ul:}f
and  Sea . Toovist  wnll Neve  bo viel £
ond  settled v Kavachy . There e
oM Ewings f whnich 8 Suibable Cor
foveigners . Touviskts \ove to  Settled

YO Xavach; .

M{A\; vou  take oY ‘:-uq"‘{u(ffal:;ug
helo¥ul  and  imporkant. T wodld \ike
Lo  Chaekful  ipx YoV

\o"gut %‘m;eﬂ\; .

O

Mt
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Question 3b:

You have noticed that the number of visitors in your local library has decreased in the past
few years. You also find that the books are in pitiful condition, some of which have torn
pages and some are eaten by termites. You decide to write a letter to the head of the library.

In your letter, suggest TWO ways to

- improve the condition of the library and its books.

- attract more visitors to the library.

Better responses displayed

clarity of the required writing prompt with candidates elaborating on the importance of
reading on a person’s mental health.

a reflection of the public relations aspect of the letter by suggesting how the library can
generate revenue if the institute focuses on maintaining its integrity and condition of the
books.

most suggestions included creation of a mobile phone application for the library to attract
people and awareness programs for young children on the importance of reading.

proper format of a letter (following mostly full block style).

connectors and literary devices

proper punctuation marks.
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Example:

Exemination  Hall

H8C Boad —

Harach

o

Nate Hpril db . 3019

The Head ) .
AR¢ Lihrqrﬂ . el

Warark,

Bespected Sir,

of | 3 ' i hejr b ookshelie:
ﬁn_uﬂ'g & o L o ks

_but in worse csnditions?
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9 yon truly wish thal ymur lib1y Gebe more uielbtis gau misst
_impiove_the ronditinnd of yone hbrary 9nd need to replace . the honks with
theie latect nples because bpumersns books in yaur i-bmj _hove inip pagec
or_missing poges 9 you reguiwe funds fo invest dn your library .you can esk
Aor donadinns ftom penple . Baather way in collect funds (e that . gou cen armnge
some interaciive sessiong for. schont gning whadwods cbiden, on imporiance gnd
sigrificame of books . You con chatge @ Swol amount from childsen as the regishr:
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Ser children ke sudoku. . scovanger hundi |, breacure bunk | croetiard ebe.
Nou can olen charge the children for abie buymj fieketa Fowelor_ditirrenat

%_Qmﬂj. 9% YOu. tann eug ed o your

dibifity , gol £an ¢hange ihe inteviors of the Hbmﬁf- You con also ¢napdurt
—a_luchy. dioyy Sor those Ywhe issuf mo¥e tham four or five books From

yalie thﬂ[” in a manth - This will altart more peaprfinmﬁis_gmf—

vTaTY .
B

N et i 8L recammendations
il eoon bake towards their implémentations which will hope-
j:un![ lead to aph‘mis’r?: resalt .

——

_‘ir:mta_sfmﬂ_ﬁ_iy
¥
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It was observed in the weaker responses, that the candidates

did not completely fulfill the demands of the question. Such responses did not show any

importance to maintaining the library instead suggesting that it to use electronic gadgets to
improve its status.

used incorrect language structures, spellings and grammar.
used incorrect format of a letter.

showed inconsistency in their letters by jumping from one idea to the next.

Example:

Ciprion tg

Yrom |

Excminodion Hali,

¥, M & Ld.:ra.;}-

Bedecd. 2L _04- 2019

(=R

Be (feacl of Libyayy,

bagrredt Negoonal a:;,c.;f,?- - -

Fdﬂ rae £,

JU.ffﬁ:c{L:— 7o Mcﬂr ‘:ﬂp el 8) 4 ﬂac_'-:J Cfrr’&*’f‘-

<y,

Gé.ra,r?’ civ & Yoo Epga ftald Lo He
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Question 4:

The candidates were directed to write an essay on any of the three choices given. Candidates
were assessed on their understanding of the prompt, situation and context of the question and the

language proficiency. The vast majority of candidates chose to attempt parts ‘a’ and ‘b’,
whereas, part ‘c’ was chosen by few candidates.

Question 4a:
Narrate an occasion when a famous person visited your school recently.
In your narration, describe

- who was the person and what is he/ she famous for.
- what was the reason for the visit.

- how you and the other people in your school reacted.

In better responses, candidates used

- proper sequencing of information to show passage of time and emotions which was a
requirement of the writing task.

included different personalities from various professions which impacted the candidates’
emotions.

- avariety of sentence structures to compose information.

- appropriate adjectives and nouns to set the tone and describe the setting of the given writing
prompt.
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Weaker responses were observed to use incorrect language structures, spellings and grammar.
Instead of describing the reasons why the famous personality visited their school, they focused
on the decoration for the event and how it made them feel. Various grammatical inaccuracies
were also observed such as inappropriate adjectives and the use of slang language.
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Question 4b:

Detectives are often hired to investigate various crimes and mysteries. Imagine you are a
detective.

Lead-in:
Narrate an incident in which you solved a mystery. In your narration,

- create a believable situation.
- describe the setting and the people involved.
- elaborate the way in which you solved the mystery.

Better responses displayed all the characteristics that encompass an effective crime thriller/
mystery. In their narration, the candidates

- employed effective use of literary devices, sometimes by focusing on creating their own
metaphors and similes.

- enumerated the causes behind the mystery culminating in its solution.

- began their narration with a gripping introduction that drew the reader in.

- effectively elaborating on solving the mystery by creating believable situations.

- exhibited a sense of humour while narrating.

- used a variety of sentence structures effectively to create variety and interest.
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Example:

Option (b

The hm:esf; the area T used to bwild live on, were built quite close
together. The neighborheod house on the left of our house was owned by
an old couple who ran a bakery together. The windows ﬂFm houses
the coincided were of my reom and the bakery kitchen. T could often

see the baker, Mrs Brown, fiom my room measuring different ingredients
very corefully and precisely to tum them into mwﬂ'n-watetirq breads, cakes
| _and cookies. My family had very good relation with Mr and Mrs Brown

(the bakery, house owners) and numerous tmes, they would breat me
with some of thelr heavenly geodies.

T often went to their house to help Mrs. Brown with her baking, mainly
| to learn to bake such delicacies just like her- well, let’s just say T was

wrong to think so and it would have been a big denl for me, even if T
could bake something that was edible. Angd so as the “professional”
bater that T was, T used to help her with just the measurements to
avold shutbng their 30 years of bustiness down. It always amazed me
o think how they have been rupning this busisness for 30 years in the
same house thal’s now opposite to mine. one of the best thing about

them was, that all the products that were not able to be sold on that

day, they used to give those to a shelter or disbibute it among the peor
that produck

They always used 1o say that they wonst be able to use hi the

next day anyway, So instead of throwing it away, why not give it to
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gomeone who really needs them. T leaned a lob ot good Tings Hom wren?

ke this one-

However, there was a turn of events when the -stored produchs that were

to be dishibuted stoted going missing one byone. Belng the lover of

mystery that T was T dedded to solve this mystery. T took perrision

to be abt their bakery ab the working hours to invesbigate and observe.

They took my acion as one of my gamet but allowed me to come over
anyway. For twe days , T just observed of who were the daily customers

of the bakety as the bread were going missing everyday - During the coure

of my observabien , T didn’t caught anyone stealing the products or tating

them away. T came to the condusion that maybe it was a ghost - But
obvicusly. T didnt say that out loud or it wauld really look Nkeit was
all a game For me- And T didn’t want that to happen because T was

actually serious.

After_the sixth day of observing, T Finally decided to give up. Twas
very upset about not being able to solve the mystery. Mrs. Biown assured
me but it didmt work- AL night, I couldmt sleep so T decided to look
out of the window and saw someone breaking rthe batery. T ran to the
 balery to wtch the theif red-harded, only to distover that it was a yang
gl about 6 years old . Upon intetrogation, she revealed thal she s peor
and couldmt afford food: My heart broke. Mr and Mrs Brown tnldl‘evtnmne
by the bakery fiom now on irstead of stealing- T uns happy o have Mmml[
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Weaker responses lacked focus in their narration. Some offered a generic description about
crimes and the significance of being a detective which was not required. Most responses
showcased the use of incomplete sentence, offering no added value to the narration. Such
candidates also did not demonstrate unity in their diction, choosing rudimentary phrases which
were not appropriate and using slang language and improper punctuation marks.
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Question 4c:

Copyright is a type of intellectual property right that protects original works. Copyright laws
give the authors and artists the rights to their own pieces of work. Any unauthorised use,
without permission from the author or artist, could result in copyright violation that has legal
consequences. However, others argue that once something is published, it becomes public
property and it is acceptable to use and distribute it without permission from the author or
artist.

Write an essay arguing on whether it is ethical to use and distribute works of other people
without their permission.

In your essay:

- describe your stance on the issue of copyright violation.
- justify your stance by giving at least THREE reasons in support of your argument.
- give counter argument for any ONE reason that can be given against your argument.

This was the least attempted question. One of the reasons could be candidates’ limited prior
knowledge or interest in this context. Nevertheless, the candidates who did attempt this part
knew the dangers of copyright violation. Many gave examples of the misuse of a person’s
statement by individuals that is promoted on social media by stating pictures/ gifs that challenge
the ownership of the content. Some other argued that once something is published, it becomes
public property. The candidates also effectively responded to the counterargument that could be
levied against them by the opposition.

Furthermore, better responses demonstrated

clearly expressed ideas in a wide range of effective and/ or interesting language expressed
in a logical sequence.

content which was reflective of appropriate vocabulary, formal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

usage of a variety of sentence structures, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

the use of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers (nevertheless,
moreover, and therefore etc.) that provide details and expand ideas.
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Weaker responses were observed to have

show no regard for copyright infringement instead suggesting that it should be permissible
to copy/ plagiarise another’s works as one’s own.

repetitive sentence structures and inconsistent language with various errors

generic content representing redundancy/ disconnected ideas. The style, tone and
vocabulary was also inappropriate.

No marks were assigned to the candidates if their responses were completely irrelevant/ illegible
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