Aga Khan University Examination Board

Notes from E-Marking Centre SSC-II English Compulsory Annual Examination 2023

Introduction

This document has been prepared for the teachers and candidates of Secondary School Certificate
(SSC) Part II English Compulsory. It contains comments on candidates’ responses to the 2023
SSC-II Examination indicating the quality of the responses and highlighting their relative strengths
and weaknesses.

E-Marking Notes

This report includes overall comments on students’ performance on every question and some
specific examples of students’ responses which support the mentioned comments. Please note
that the descriptive comments represent an overall perception of the better and weaker responses
as gathered from the e-marking session. However, the candidates’ responses shared (where
deemed necessary) in this document represent some specific example(s) of the mentioned
comments.

Teachers and candidates should be aware that examiners may ask questions that address the
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) in a manner that requires candidates to respond by
integrating knowledge, understanding and application skills they have developed by studying the
course.

Candidates also need to know that the marks allocated to the question and the answer space
(which is provided on the examination paper) are a guide to the length of the required response.
A longer response will not in itself lead to higher marks. Writing far beyond the indicated space
may reduce the time available for answering other questions. The careful reading of a question,
or essay topic, is vital if a student is to attain high marks.

Candidates need to be familiar with the command words which contains some terms commonly
used in examination questions. However, candidates should also be aware that not all questions
will start with, or contain, any key word from the glossary. Questions such as ‘how?’, ‘why?’ or
‘what?’ may be asked, and verbs which are not included in the list may be used, such as ‘elaborate’,
‘analyse’ or ‘state’.

General Observations

The candidates showed good comprehension skills of the passage given the examination by
relating it to real-life scenarios and highlighting their critical thinking skills in the Constructed
Response Questions (CRQs). The responses in the Extended Response Questions (ERQs) display
the candidates exceptional writing skills keeping in mind the organisational structures of the ERQs.




The following is a description of the tasks and skills required for fulfilment of those tasks.

Question No

Question Type

Skills Assessed

1(a,b,c, d)

CRQs on a reading passage

Literal understanding of a reading text

Inferential understanding of a reading text
Reasoning skills

2 (a,b)

Letter/ Report Writing
(formal)

Ability to write a formal letter/ report

IAbility to use accurate sentence structure, connective
devices, spellings, etc.

Ability to develop and organise information in a
familiar everyday context.

3(a,b,c)

Essay Writing

Ability to develop a piece of writing with
appropriate focus, organisation and purpose

Ability to persuade, analyse, express and reflect on
familiar everyday life situations and ideas

/Ability to use accurate sentence structure, connective
devices, spellings, etc.

Note: Candidates’ responses shown in this report have not been corrected for grammar,
spelling, format or factual information.




Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Maximum
Marks
Cognitive
Level
Checking
Hints

Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

Image of
Better
Responses

DETAILED COMMENTS
Constructed Response Questions (CRQs)

Question No. 1a
‘The Last Wish’ targets Polish or Eastern European audiences (readers) as mentioned in the
given passage.
Based on the information in the given passage, will the book interest Pakistani audiences?
Mention FOUR reasons to justify your opinion.
5.1.11
Discuss familiar events, situation and processes by identifying:
a. relational process: relationship of cause and effect, comparison and contrast, problem and
solution;
b. opinion, facts, evidences and reasons and anticipating outcomes;
c. the relevance of an issue by relating it to personal or generalized experience;
4 marks

A*
1 mark for each point (4 required)

Note: Any other point should also be accepted. If the candidate has given a neutral opinion,
it should be taken into account.

Remarkably, a substantial number of candidates demonstrated a profound understanding of
the question, effectively formulating their responses accordingly. Candidates showcased
their critical thinking skills by relating the text to their own context. Hence, they presented a
diverse array of well-reasoned arguments and viewpoints.

The responses to the question regarding the appeal of the Polish book to the Pakistani
audience were notably impressive, given the candidates’ freedom to present arguments either
in favour or against it. Those who agreed stated that the availability of a niche audience for
such books along with passionate readers who love to immerse themselves in the books they
read. Others who disagreed mentioned the difference in Pakistani and Polish cultures as the
main reason for the book to not interest Pakistani audiences. Another reason for disagreeing
was the disappearance of reading culture in the country.




Description of The presence of weak responses indicates that certain candidates failed to grasp the essence

Weaker of the question, leading them to provide incongruous and unrelated answers. Their inability

Responses to establish a relevant connection between the question concerning the Pakistani audience's
reaction to the Polish book hindered the overall efficacy of their responses. An examination
of these responses reveals a lack of comprehension regarding the key cultural elements
presented in the passage. Many candidates repeated sentences from the passage.
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gestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO Pedagogy** Used for that SLO | Assessment Strategies

e Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions
expectation of  the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking
command words e Fish and Bone Notes

e Look at the cognitive level e Concept mapping e AKU-EB Digital Learning

e Identify the content that is e Audio Visual resources Solution powered by
required to answer that e Think, pair and share Knowledge Platform
question (both in terms of e AKU-EB Digital

understanding of concepts
and any skills that may be
required like analysing or
evaluating)

Go through the past paper
questions on that
particular concept

Refer to the resource
guide for extra resources

ok

Learning Solution

powered by Knowledge

Platform

Questioning Techniques
(Socratic approach)

Practical Demonstration

For description of each

pedagogy, refer to Annexure A

https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com

/login

o

Any Additional Suggestion:

Active Reading: Encourage students to actively engage with the content by highlighting key points,
underlining important information, reflecting on implied meaning, relevance to one’s own context and taking
notes. This strategy promotes critical thinking and helps them identify the main ideas and supporting details.
Reading Response Journals: Have students maintain a reading response journal where they reflect on their
reading experiences.

Comprehension Quizzes: Design quizzes or short assessments that assess students' understanding of the
content they have read.

*K = Knowledge U = Understanding A = Application and other higher-order cognitive skills



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text
SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

Image of Better
Responses

Description of
Weaker
| Responses

Question No. 1b

Describe any three ways in which the author has used logic (reasons) in the given passage.
5.1.10
a. Identify how author(s) present/s an opinion in an effective way;
b. Discuss explicit evidences, comprehensiveness of detail and the way in which the
author’s intent affects the structure and tone of the text;
c. Identify the use of specific rhetorical devices to support views (appeal to emotion, logic,
ethics, use of analogies, examples or relating a personal experience);
6
U
1 mark for stating each way (3 required)
1 mark if each way is described (3 required)
The overall response of the question was observed to be challenging for the candidates
particularly with regards to the comprehension of the text and derive reasoning solely from
the provided material, rather than relying on overarching personal opinions.
The better responses were observed to gauge the different ways through which the author
of the passage has used logic to strengthen her opinion of the book. The three ways that
candidates generally focused on were the author’s

- description of the details of the book such as its original language.

- understanding of Geralt’s personality.

- Comprehension of what the story represents.
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The observation reveals that a significant number of candidates struggled to discern the
three ways in which logic (reasons) is used in the passage. Their responses exhibited
vagueness and an apparent lack of understanding regarding the core elements of the
question.




This indicates a need for candidates to enhance their analytical skills and textual

comprehension abilities. To better address similar questions in the future, candidates

should practice identifying explicit and implicit information within the providqd text.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO | Pedagogy** Used for | Assessment Strategies

that SLO

e Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions

expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes

command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the e Concept powered by Knowledge Platform

cognitive level mapping _
o Identify the e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

content that 1S resources

required to answer e Think, pair and

that question (both share

in  terms  of | o AKU-EB Digital

understanding  of Learning

concepts and any Solution

skills that may be

required like RORSRedIDY

. Knowledge

analyzing or

evaluating) Platfqrm .
e Go through the * Questioning

past paper Techmqges

questions on that (Socratic

particular concept approach)
e Refer to the * Practical

Demonstration

resource guide for
extra resources

** For description of
each pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

Any Additional Suggestions:
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Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Overall
Performance

Description of

Better Responses

Image of Better
Responses

Description of
Weaker Responses

Question No. 1c¢
i.  Which aspect of the given passage would you have elaborated upon?
ii. Describe a reason for elaborating the chosen aspect in part (i).
5.14
Evaluate the following meanings of text with the help of some basic contextual clues:
a. surface/explicit meaning: respond to questions like who what, where, when i.e.
apparent phenomenon, issues or ideas.
b. implied meaning: respond to question like why, how, to what extent i.e. underlying

message and motivation of author/characters, possible
outcomes/solutions/suggestions.

3

8]

(1) 1 mark for the aspect to be elaborated
(i1) 2 marks for describing a reason for elaborating the chosen aspect
(1 mark for only stating the reason)

Note: Any other VALID answer is to be awarded marks.
The question required an open-ended exploration of the text, giving candidates the
liberty to delve into various aspects and expound upon their chosen themes or
elements. Overall, the candidates performed well on this question.
Better responses showed candidates adeptly interpreting the text’s intent, such as
fostering interest in Slavic mythology, embracing humor based on personal
preferences, elaboration of Geralt’s character amongst other aspects of the passage
and the book itself.
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In weaker responses, candidates faltered in selecting a specific aspect of their choice
from the text and instead delved into unrelated topics such as the high cost of the book
and assumptions about Pakistani people’s reading habits. Such responses exhibited a
lack of focused analysis and critical thinking, deviating from the demand of the
question.




Image of Weaker
Responses
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

[T Marks)

How to Approach SLO Pedagogy** Used for that | Assessment Strategies
SLO
Understand the e Story board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
{40011< at the cognitive e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
IZZfltify e * Ir?al:(()llll(; ces Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

that is required to
answer that question

(both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any
skills that may be
required like
analyzing or
evaluating)

Go through the past
paper questions on
that particular
concept

Refer to the resource
guide  for  extra
resources

Think, Pair and Share
AKU-EB Digital
Learning Solution
powered by
Knowledge Platform
Questioning
Techniques

(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to Annexure

A

Any Additional Suggestion:




Question Text
SLO No
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Overall Performance

Description of Better
Responses

Image of Better
Responses

Description of Weaker
Responses

Question No. 1d

Describe the general idea of the given passage in two points.

5.1.2

Skim the given text to get the gist, general idea, thesis statement and/or topic
sentences;

4 marks

U

1 mark for stating each point (2 required)

1 mark for describing each point (2 required)

The overall response on this question was encouraging as most candidates
effectively understood the general idea of the passage.

Better responses were observed to include the general idea of the given passage in
two points which could be the reason to create an interest to read about other
cultures and how do people interpret the text from their own perspective. The
answers showed a comprehensive understanding of the reading passage by the
candidate. It was a well-attempted question and candidates mostly received full
marks.
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In weaker responses, candidates provided an overall reflection unrelated to the
text, failing to establish a connection. Their weak analytical skills were evident as
they did not relate their responses to the specific content in the text as required.
Strengthening textual analysis and staying focused on the given material will
enhance the academic quality of their responses.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

SLO

e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions

expectation of  the e Cause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes

command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the cognitive e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform

level e Audio Visual resources | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the content that e Think, Pair and Share

is required to answer that e AKU-EB Digital

question (both in terms of
understanding of
concepts and any skills
that may be required like
analyzing or evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on that
particular concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra resources

Learning Solution

powered by Knowledge

Platform

Questioning Techniques
(Socratic approach)

Practical Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to Annexure A

Any Additional Suggestion:

Scaffolded Activities: Break down the process into manageable tasks and scaffold the learning. Start with
simpler texts or passages and gradually increase the complexity.
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Extended Response Question

Extended response questions offered a choice between part ‘a’ and ‘b’ in Q.2, and between ‘a’, ‘b’ and ‘c’

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive
Level
Checking
Hints

in Q.3.

Question No 2a

During your school’s break time, you decided to visit the school canteen to buy food. Upon
eating it, you found a fly in it. Write an email of complaint to your school principal. In your
email,

- describe incident and the consequence.

- propose a solution to the problem.
6.1.2
Compose a formal letter or email to school authorities, newspaper editors, etc (Follow block
style with open punctuation);
10
A

Marking Scheme
Content Relevance: 3 marks

1 mark for following the format of an email (To/ From/ CC/ BCC Subject/ Greeting/ Body/
Complimentary Close/ Pseudonym)

Note: If the candidate satisfies 3/4" criteria of the email, marks should be awarded.

1 mark for describing the incident and the consequence

(0 marks for only stating the incident and not the consequence or vice versa)

1 mark for proposing a solution to the problem

(0 marks for proposing an irrelevant solution)

Language Accuracy: 4 marks

1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at most three errors)

1 mark for the correct use of tenses at most three errors)

1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at most three errors)

1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters (where
needed), commas and colon (at most three errors)

Impression Marking: 3 Marks

Good

3)

o Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language.
Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

o A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers

(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand
ideas.




Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

Average

(2)

. Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

o Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are
not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into
account.

o A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy/ internal
consistency.

o Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(1)

o Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various
errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone
and vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

. No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant/ illegible

The question emerged as a popular choice among candidates, with a significant majority
opting to attempt it. Candidates offered thoughtful and practical recommendations to
present to the school authorities, thereby demonstrating their capacity for critical thinking
and problem-solving in real-life situations.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their names,
schools and/ or address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity. Teachers need to inform
the candidates to avoid using their real names, schools or addresses in the examination.
In better responses candidates composed formal emails to school authorities addressing the
incident in the canteen. They adhered to proper format and punctuation, displaying strong
grammar skills. Notably, candidates offered innovative solutions, including regular deep-
cleaning routines, improved staff training, student feedback systems, and health authority
partnerships. These concise yet comprehensive emails showcased effective communication,
critical thinking, and a commitment to enhancing the canteen's hygiene for the students'
well-being.




Image of
Better . Opton_____ O

Responses M@ﬂs edu. gt -

_Trom,_aloded peckens. e ole B
TDabe: Maq S, 208
Eub!Eﬂ CET"WIJ-'IIH ﬂEﬁﬁF‘bii‘lﬁ- Srkoeod cHHTFEri

beor S Mam,
T am e sluded | qnﬂE 10 and T am wrilin -'ki..qs..r_mll Yo
_veport_the indderil ol happenad 4o me. gpallﬂdmf al Ake sthool®

PAfles three corgecilive hous ais‘l'udurﬂqa:ﬂmn,i’c u.r:u—ﬁm.l-bi
bweall fime and ﬂwwml T wehl -k:.m-:h the carteen. T bl::-uqh"

o chickers voll and wpon ealing i yerid way, T fourd o dead
fuf iside §.1 ansreioldy tuew “the voll cuwasg. B was co diliobing
Mok T o shill dn il ‘Fee.l l.nkeaithq nﬂﬁmf‘q all'bw]bj—
ala.ead»: bhean afdmr Jo Akis weidod] . -

T om edlremely mﬂaﬁﬂ{um@hm.qumrm LBl
_ulreil mowies nre is fhail robabl ﬁlim: sﬁqdar‘-’t‘n wewe nﬁ'l I.I-dl}
emuuﬁ-. “and have mwndred o0 o dead ﬂ.‘l ﬂﬂ#r'i_nﬁ'-ﬂl‘m&lfhm

mmbe wn dbe fibwe.

T'E-em%w T fet;FEil yoi 1o L'ndhl ‘tﬂf!\? s’[m:t reasurey namnﬂ .!‘

’(H,-Jﬂrit, i) aseimus -rnﬂm Tnn-a]qmnn hmhu an!dé g'

s’cdﬂ&mfﬂﬂ"ﬂtbw mﬁwhwﬂm*ﬂsm}x
ingidert. dbﬁﬂidgtpmmsdwlnﬂwﬁrmﬁdnhgp
o el chiick cherk oo the mmbl’rumhuﬂmipa{ﬂehﬁad
cod ubet oqpelerts Repmeces do hoy_ue.

THWH .nhfm,mwmmmhhehu?m
mdﬁ-e & scheol woudd ecosdes it as ily ﬂmb-hh Ao ergure
e Fm-"ﬂl'lpd. A chodents.

Soun cineevely,
ir

. A€ S
Description of Weak responses exhibited incorrect email format, grammar, and punctuation errors, along
Weaker with inconsistent spelling. Additionally, no suggestions were provided for improvement.

Responses Improvement requires attention to format, language skills and offering viable solutions.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO Pedagogy** Used for that | Assessment Strategies
SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of the e (ause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the cognitive e Concept Mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
level e Audio Visual https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
o Identify the content Resources L
that is required to e Think, Pair and
answer that question Share
(both in terms of e AKU-EB Digital
understanding of Learning Solution
concepts and any skills powered by
that may be required Knowledge
like analyzing or Platform
evaluating) Questioning
Go through the past Techniques
paper questions on (Socratic approach)
that particular concept e Practical
e Refer to the resource Demonstration
guide for extra
resources

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

Any Additional Suggestion:
Collaborative Writing: Foster collaborative writing exercises where students work in pairs or small groups
to compose formal communication.

Model Examples: Begin by providing students with model examples of formal communication in various
formats.
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Question Text

SLO No.

SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Question No. 2b
There has been a rise in cyber bullying in recent times. Cyber bullying is a form of bullying
or harassment using electronic means.
Write a report to the editor of your school magazine. In your report, describe a
- consequence of cyber bullying.
- way in which cyber bullying can be controlled.
6.1.3
Compose a report of an experiment, investigation, incident or event;
10
A
Marking Scheme
Content Relevancy 3 marks

1 mark for following the format of a report (To/ From/ Subject/ Date/ Introductory
Paragraph/ Body Paragraphs/ Conclusion)

Note: If the candidate satisfies 3/4th criteria of the report, marks should be awarded.

1 mark for describing the consequence of cyberbullying

1 mark for describing a way in which cyberbullying can be controlled

Language Accuracy: 4 marks

1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at most three errors)

1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at most three errors)

1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at most three errors)

1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters (where
needed), commas and colon (at most three errors)

Impression Marking: 3 Marks

Good

3)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting language.
Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

o Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers

(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and expand
ideas.




Overall
Performance

Description of
Better
Responses

Average

(2)

. Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there are
redundant phrases.

o Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas are
not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into
account.

o A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy/ internal
consistency.

o Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are various
errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone
and vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

. No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant/ illegible

Overall, these responses not only showcased the candidates’ knowledge of the topic but also
underscored their ability to propose meaningful solutions to address and combat
cyberbullying effectively.

Note: It was observed that even in better responses a few candidates wrote their names,
schools and/ or address. It is prohibited to reveal your identity. Teachers need to
inform the candidates to avoid using their real names, schools or addresses in the
examination.

In the exemplary better responses, candidates demonstrated a comprehensive understanding
of cyberbullying and provided insightful suggestions to prevent it. Their reports were
formatted correctly and well-organised, showcasing their proficiency in structuring written
content. Additionally, candidates exhibited strong grammar skills, ensuring clear and
coherent communication. Their adept use of good vocabulary further emphasised their
capacity to articulate ideas effectively.
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Description of  In weaker responses, candidates exhibited misconceptions regarding school bullying or

Weaker cyberbullying. The use of an informal tone and fragmented sentences contributed to

Responses disorganisation in their letters. These issues hampered the clarity and coherence of their
messages, indicating a need for improved understanding and formal writing skills to address
such sensitive topics effectively. A comprehensive grasp of the subject matter and adherence
to formal writing conventions are essential for producing well-structured and impactful
letters on bullying-related matters.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that
SLO

Assessment Strategies

the
the

e Understand
expectation  of
command words

e Look at the cognitive
level

e Identify the content that
is required to answer
that question (both in
terms of understanding
of concepts and any
skills that may be
required like analyzing
or evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on that
particular concept
Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

e Story Board
e Cause and Effect
e Fish and Bone

e Concept Mapping

e Audio Visual
Resources

e Think, Pair and
Share

e AKU-EB Digital
Learning  Solution
powered by
Knowledge Platform

¢ Questioning
Techniques

(Socratic approach)
e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

e Past paper questions
e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
powered by Knowledge Platform
https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Any Additional Suggestion:

Collaborative Writing: Foster collaborative writing exercises where students work in pairs or small groups to

compose formal communication.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Question No. 3a

Write an essay reflecting on your childhood. In your essay, describe

- an important event from your childhood.

- the surroundings you spent your childhood in.

- how the events and/ or surroundings developed you as a person.
6.1.6
a. Recall and reiterate an event from personal experience (what happened, feelings,
thoughts, emotions);
b. Analyse causes and consequences/thoughts and emotions e.g. how an event has
influenced or changed a person;
18
A
Content Relevance: 5 marks

2 marks for describing the event from childhood

1 mark for only stating the event
2 marks for describing the surroundings

1 mark for only stating the surroundings
1 mark for describing how the events and/ or surroundings developed the candidate as a
person

0 marks for only stating the event and/ or surroundings but not describing how
the place developed the candidate as a person

(Note: The development of personality can either be negative or positive depending on
the context. Marks should not be deducted if the candidate has mentioned a negative
personality development in the essay.)

Language Accuracy: 4 marks

1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at most three errors)

1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at most three errors)

1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at most three errors)

1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters (where
needed), commas and colon (at most three errors)

Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting
language. Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

. A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers

(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and
expand ideas.




Overall
Performance
Description of
Better Responses

Image of Better
Responses

Average

(6-4)

J Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there
are redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas
are not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken into
account.

. A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy/ internal
consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are
various errors.

. Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style, tone
and vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

o No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant/ illegible

The essay prompt garnered a favourable response from the candidates, with many
choosing to reflect on their childhood experiences.

The essay prompt received a substantial response from candidates who skillfully recalled
an impactful childhood incident within an appropriate atmosphere. One such event was
participating in a school talent show, fostering self-confidence and a passion for dance.
The supportive surroundings nurtured personal growth and camaraderie. Conversely,
facing rejection in a sports team tryout left feelings of dejection and self-doubt, inhibiting
future pursuits. In both types of incidents, candidates discussed how they shaped the
individual’s character, emphasising determination and resilience while revealing the
lasting influence of childhood experiences on personal growth and development.
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Description of
Weaker Responses
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Weaker responses revealed a lack of focus during the writing task, as candidates
exhibited disjointed ideas and improper grammar usage. The absence of cohesiveness
hindered the clarity and effectiveness of their responses, leading to inconsistent and
disconnected explanations. To improve, candidates should strive for a structured
approach, ensuring their ideas flow logically and coherently. Addressing grammar issues
and maintaining a clear, concise expression of their thoughts will enhance the overall
quality of their writing. Developing a disciplined writing style and adhering to proper




grammar conventions will contribute to more effective communication and a higher level

of academic proficiency.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

SLO

Assessment Strategies

e Understand the
expectation of  the
command words

e Look at the cognitive
level

e Identify the content that
is required to answer
that question (both in
terms of understanding
of concepts and any
skills that may be
required like analyzing
or evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on that
particular concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

Story Board

Cause and Effect
Fish and Bone
Concept Mapping
Audio Visual
Resources

Think, Pair and
Share

AKU-EB Digital
Learning  Solution

powered by
Knowledge Platform
Questioning
Techniques

(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

e Past paper questions
e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
powered by Knowledge Platform
https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

>

Any Additional Suggestion:

It is important to provide students with instruction on incorporating support details into paragraphs. This can
be achieved through reading activities that involve identifying the main idea and supporting details. By
engaging in such academic practices, students can develop the necessary skills to effectively include relevant
and well-structured supporting information within their paragraphs.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Question No. 3b

In recent times, people are often found looking into their smartphones texting others,
playing games and browsing through various sites. This is believed to be causing
communication gaps among people.
Compose an essay. In your essay,

- state your opinion on the use of smartphones.

- justify your opinion in TWO points.

- discuss whether the use of smartphones is creating communication gaps

between people in TWO points.

6.1.6
a. Recall and reiterate an event from personal experience (what happened, feelings,
thoughts, emotions);
b. Analyse causes and consequences/thoughts and emotions e.g. how an event has
influenced or changed a person;
18
A
Content Relevance: 5 marks
1 mark for stating opinion
1 mark for each point of justification (2 required)
1 mark for discussing each point of whether the use of smartphones is creating
communication gaps (2 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at most three errors)
1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at most three errors)
1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at most three errors)
1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters (where
needed), commas and colon (at most three errors)
Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

(9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting
language. Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

o A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all paragraphs.

° A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers

(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and
expand ideas.

Average
(6-4)




Overall
Performance
Description of
Better Responses

o Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there
are redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas
are not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken
into account.

. A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy/ internal
consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are
various errors.

o Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style,
tone and vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

o No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant/ illegible

This was a popular choice among the candidates as this is a rising issue in our society
and is causing much concern amongst all people involved in the use of smartphones.
The candidates demonstrated adept communication skills in expressing their views on
smartphones, highlighting their usefulness in daily life and showcasing knowledge of
internet phenomena. They displayed a remarkable understanding of the issue,
addressing the detrimental impact of social media, including online bullying,
blackmailing, and access to compromising websites. Moreover, some candidates
elaborated on the negative consequences of reduced communication leading to the end
of relationships.
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Description of
Weaker Response
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Weaker responses lacked clarity in explaining their stance on smartphones and
exhibited discrepancies in justifying their opinions. Some candidates vaguely
mentioned the unethical use of smartphones without providing valid explanations,
either agreeing or disagreeing without proper validation. Furthermore, issues with
punctuation and incorrect grammar detracted from the overall coherence of their
responses. To improve, candidates should focus on providing clear and well-supported
explanations for their stance ensuring proper punctuation and grammar to enhance the
effectiveness of their arguments and overall communication.




Image of Weaker
Responses B

Optian

Smark phme are oligibal smartphone.. smart
phene use bhe Eyping,, wakching, seamchirg”
_&L—p}lm Whedt means by jn'?n_ripfwmf’
Smarkphone are ey digital phﬂ:rv'_ SmarT
_phene seareh bhe Nebsite. ;n.’-:cal':h-j( qames . mard
phﬁm. ake P’W ,-mp!}i'*f.aoﬂ' Emrtjﬂhmw (oamasn,
.Smarhﬂﬁm opinier. onbhe vie FTT'-*;&P;:'P;H‘:
Ewmr{_'p}w:tt Emaﬂfpm most fike fl;# face
Jock. W!;phm-t atce mest apps M smﬂ:

_h;l_apmmﬂ ﬁwi‘phm{. ade rar'?' ;n«pﬂ#éﬂ'&'
ake like, Ty b EgP pakidban Lok symar
ake. pickuke , visleo, gLt My opinien %JE‘
piww: ake veky expinsire. smark phont. are
menq TJusk eppo, redmi eke. smarkphome
e very urn#m’:a-fﬁ alte hcnw- office, e ke
gmark hont. are calliny khe ¢markphone.
SmaﬁplmL mﬂd‘ like HhatiﬂqﬂPJ ﬁMEbmk twﬁﬂh
Youkobt. ymarkphone akte ,C}ﬂ;s Foysiry bhe
#ﬁr_-a Ehe smant.

............

tpkwc Ermmt‘tphxm& ake wﬂwék




r;rﬂuf:ub{’. hﬂaﬁtfz;)w?u e:u-n.a mwméubf channel.

LL afe thwmﬁtpm Ul Face beak.
HMEWM alee mosk | likely poids em the

snab bphone. people akee chabing-the whatsapp

%na,rtp}lmi mosle Huiy Screen shal £he

ﬂu.m:e,

%M‘fﬂm ake. piq[;a‘;ﬂ.ypbuyara bes | marl”

Pdrmh-:, P a{{;i’lﬁf vﬂf’?‘ maﬂéﬁu ?ﬁm ‘imq,ﬂ." :
phont i vebY besT company. company mﬂ'}f

Fash Jphone 12 pro phugris ey smeoth.

Smak b phﬂm alee Lﬂmpmg‘ 3 wfr;{ Ejf@mtﬂt

Smanrtphame cloakinythe pwﬂle, vse Foeé hook,

'fﬂ-v{;vﬁ{. ebe. pmpi.e. communicadion ajee bhe

%ﬂnr'f?:pm ajee bha beit company vt b

Smarbphunt- people alee onlineshopping
in sw?pm sakbphomt. ake Ehe

=

back cameba js bR tlean.




Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that
SLO

Assessment Strategies

the
the

e Understand
expectation  of
command words

e Look at the cognitive
level

e Identify the content that
is required to answer
that question (both in
terms of understanding
of concepts and any
skills that may be
required like analyzing
or evaluating)

e Go through the past
paper questions on that
particular concept
Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

e Story Board

e (Cause and Effect
e Fish and Bone

e Concept Mapping
e Audio Visual

resources

e Think, Pair and
Share

e AKU-EB Digital
Learning  Solution
powered by
Knowledge Platform

¢ Questioning
Techniques

(Socratic approach)
e Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to
Annexure A

e Past paper questions
e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
powered by Knowledge Platform
https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Any Additional Suggestion: It is important to provide students with instruction on incorporating support
details into paragraphs. By engaging in such academic practices, students can develop the necessary skills to
effectively include relevant and well-structured supporting information within their paragraphs.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Question Text

SLO No.
SLO Text

Max Marks
Cognitive Level
Checking Hints

Question No. 3¢

The best way for a society to prepare its young people for success in government,
industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.
Compose an essay. In your essay,

- take a stance on the importance of cooperation and/ or competition.

- justify your stance by giving FOUR reasons and/ or examples.
6.1.7
Analyse and defend opinions regarding social and current issues by:
a. structuring ideas and evidence in a logical fashion;
b. introducing precise claim(s),counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
c. using specific rhetorical devices to persuade (appeal to emotion, logic, ethics use of
analogies, examples, reasons and/or by relating a personal experience);
18 marks
A
Content Relevance: 5 marks
1 mark for taking stance
1 mark for each reason and/ or examples to justify stance (4 required)
Language Accuracy: 4 marks
1 mark for accuracy of spelling (at most three errors)
1 mark for the correct use of tenses (at most three errors)
1 mark for the agreement of subject and verb (at most three errors)
1 mark for placing punctuation marks appropriately: full stops, capital letters (where
needed), commas and colon (at most three errors)
Impression Marking: 9 Marks

Good

9-7)

. Ideas are clearly expressed in a wide range of effective and/or interesting
language. Ideas are expressed in a logical sequence.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, informal tone and style to take into
account the nature of relationship with, and the interests of, the recipient.

° A variety of sentence structures is used, mostly with control, in all
paragraphs.

. A range of connectives (if, because, and, but etc.) and cohesive markers
(nevertheless, moreover, and therefore etc.) are used to provide details and
expand ideas.

Average

(6-4)




Overall
Performance

Description of
Better Responses

J Ideas are expressed clearly but comparatively the expression is plain or there
are redundant phrases.

. Content reflects appropriate vocabulary, style and tone but usually the ideas
are not well-connected or the relationship with the recipient is not taken
into account.

. A variety of sentence structures is used with moderate accuracy/ internal
consistency.

. Few connectives are used to provide details and expand ideas.

Below Average

(3-1)

. Sentence structures and language are repetitive or unclear and there are
various errors.

o Content represents generalized, redundant or disconnected ideas. The style,
tone and vocabulary are inappropriate.

o Ideas are difficult to interpret because of flawed language.

o No internal cohesion or consistency observed.

Give 0 if the answer script is blank/ completely irrelevant/ illegible

Overall, the candidates’ logical reasoning about cooperation and competition
displayed their critical thinking skills and problem solving approach towards life
showed that this question was well attempted.

A limited number of candidates effectively analysed the opinionated use of cause and
effect in the cooperation and competition in relationships. Encouragingly, those who
did, displayed insightful perspectives, recognising the significance of these elements
in fostering positive dynamics. To further enhance their understanding, candidates can
delve deeper into the nuanced interplay between cause and effect, exploring how
cooperation contributes to healthy relationships.
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Description of In weaker responses the candidates failed to completely understand the requirement of

Weaker Responses the question by suggesting the importance of industries in our country and suggested
that these two modes of interaction will contribute to an individuals’ success without
justifications. Furthermore, such responses displayed error of punctuation, spelling
and incorrect use of trenses.
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Suggestions for Improvement (Highlighted part):

How to Approach SLO

Pedagogy** Used for that

Assessment Strategies

SLO
e Understand the e Story Board e Past paper questions
expectation of  the e (ause and Effect e Discussion on E -Marking Notes
command words e Fish and Bone e AKU-EB Digital Learning Solution
e Look at the cognitive e Concept mapping powered by Knowledge Platform
level e Audio Visual | https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login
e Identify the content that resources L

is required to answer
that question (both in
terms of understanding
of concepts and any

Think, Pair and
Share

AKU-EB Digital
Learning  Solution

skills that may be powered by
required like analyzing Knowledge Platform
or evaluating) e Questioning

e Go through the past Techniques

paper questions on that
particular concept

e Refer to the resource
guide for extra
resources

(Socratic approach)
Practical
Demonstration

** For description of each
pedagogy, refer to

Annexure A

Any Additional Suggestion:

It is important to provide students with instruction on incorporating support details into paragraphs. By
engaging in such academic practices, students can develop the necessary skills to effectively include relevant
and well-structured supporting information within their paragraphs.



https://akueb.knowledgeplatform.com/login

Annexure A: Pedagogies Used for Teaching the SLOs

Pedagogy: Storyboard

Description: A visual pedagogy that uses a series of illustrated panels to present a narrative,
encouraging creativity and critical thinking. It helps learners organise ideas, sequence events, and
comprehend complex concepts through storytelling.

Example: In a Literature class, students are tasked with creating storyboards to visually retell a
novel. They draw key scenes, write captions, and present their stories to the class, enhancing their
reading comprehension and fostering their imagination.

Pedagogy: Cause and Effect

Description: This pedagogy explores the relationships between actions and consequences. By
analysing cause-and-effect relationships, learners develop a deeper understanding of how events
are interconnected and how one action can lead to various outcomes.

Example: In a History class, students study the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution.
They research and discuss how technological advancements in manufacturing led to significant
societal changes, such as urbanisation and labour reform movements.

Pedagogy: Fish and Bone

Description: A method that breaks down complex topics into main ideas (the fish) and supporting
details (the bones). This visual approach enhances comprehension by highlighting essential
concepts and their relevant explanations.

Example: During a Biology class on human anatomy, the teacher uses the fish and bone technique
to teach about the human skeletal system. Teacher presents the main components of the human
skeleton (fish) and elaborates on each bone's structure and function (bones).

Pedagogy: Concept Mapping

Description: An effective way to visually represent relationships between ideas. Learners create
diagrams connecting key concepts, aiding in understanding the overall structure of a subject and
fostering retention.

Example: In a Psychology assignment, students use concept mapping to explore the various
theories of personality. They interlink different theories, such as Freud's psychoanalysis, Jung's
analytical psychology, and Bandura's social-cognitive theory, to see how they relate to each other.

Pedagogy: Audio Visual Resources

Description: Incorporating multimedia elements like videos, images, and audio into lessons. This
approach caters to different learning styles, making educational content more engaging and
memorable.

Example: In a General Science class, the teacher uses a documentary-style video to teach about
the solar system. The video includes stunning visual animations of the planets, interviews with
astronomers, and background music, enhancing students' interest and understanding of space.

Pedagogy: Think, Pair, and Share

Description: A collaborative learning technique where students ponder a question or problem
individually, then discuss their thoughts in pairs or small groups before sharing with the entire
class. It fosters active participation, communication skills, and diverse perspectives.




Example: In a Literature in English class, the teacher poses a thought-provoking question about a
novel's moral dilemma. Students first reflect individually, then pair up to exchange their opinions,
and finally participate in a lively class discussion to explore different viewpoints.

Pedagogy: Questioning Technique (Socratic Approach)

Description: Based on Socratic dialogue, this method stimulates critical thinking by posing
thought-provoking questions. It encourages learners to explore ideas, justify their reasoning, and
discover knowledge through a process of inquiry.

Example: In an Ethics class, the instructor uses the Socratic approach to lead a discussion on the
meaning of justice. By asking a series of probing questions, the students engage in a deeper
exploration of ethical principles and societal values.

Pedagogy: Practical Demonstration

Description: A hands-on approach where learners observe real-life applications of theories or
skills. Practical demonstrations enhance comprehension, skill acquisition, and problem-solving
abilities by bridging theoretical concepts with real-world scenarios.

Example: In a Food and Nutrition class, the instructor demonstrates the proper technique for
filleting a fish. Students observe and then practice the skill themselves, learning the practical
application of knife skills and culinary precision.

(Note: The examples provided in this annexure serve as illustrations of various pedagogies. It is
important to understand that these pedagogies are versatile and can be applied across subjects in
numerous ways. Feel free to adapt and explore these techniques creatively to enhance learning
outcomes in your specific context.)
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